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GIVE.ADVOCATE.VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITEDTM

United Way is a worldwide network that advances 

the common good, creating opportunities for a 

better life for all, by focusing on the three key 

building blocks of education, income and health. 

The United Way movement creates long lasting 

community change by addressing the underlying 

causes of problems that prevent progress in these 

areas. LIVE UNITED is a call to action for everyone 

to become a part of the change.

Join us. Give. Advocate. Volunteer.  
LIVE UNITED.



UNITED WE STAND:
COMMUNITIES PULLING TOGETHER

2010 Fox Valley United Way Report to the Community

Fox Valley United Way



 

2 2010 Report to the Community

Fox Valley United Way provides support to health and human service agencies serving  
14 communities in Kane and Kendall counties: 

Aurora
Big Rock
Bristol
Hinckley
Little Rock
Millbrook
Montgomery

Mooseheart
North Aurora
Oswego
Plano
Plattville
Sugar Grove
Yorkville

OUR COMMUNITY

Our cover artwork, a mural consisting of 18 separate paintings was created  
for the Fox Valley United Way by Krug Elementary School students and  
Triple Threat Mentoring volunteers. Individual designs came together to  
celebrate the United Way theme, “LIVE UNITED.”

Triple Threat Mentoring in Aurora offers urban youth exceptional opportunities to grow in  
athletics, academics and the arts. This mural is a great showcase of their efforts and talent. 



Fox Valley United Way Campaign 
Co-Chairs, Kane County Sheriff 
Pat Perez and Kendall County 
Sheriff Dick Randall.  

Fox Valley United Way
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The national and local economic downturn means many of our neighbors 

continue to struggle financially. All of the social service agencies we 

support have experienced increased demand for their services.

Again this year, we are amazed by the generosity of those who give, 

advocate and volunteer. Through their efforts, we are able to continue to 

develop programs to meet the critical health and human service needs 

in our area.
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Below (left to right): Two local middle school students, Santan and Sriram Katragadda, raised more than 
$2,000 coordinating the 2009 Kids Talent Show; 2009 Boat Race participants from Hope for Tomorrow; 
More than 450 volunteers attended the Operation Helping Hands event sponsored by Fox Valley United 
Way in association with Ginger Creek Community Church.



•	Two local middle school students, Santan and Sriram Katragadda, produced and coordinated the 2009 Kids Talent 

Show, raising more than $2,000 for families in need.

•	The Holiday Assistance Program provided holiday cheer, gifts and food to more than 2200 people in our service area. 

Special recognition went to the Wrigley Corporation, the East Aurora Hero Club, and the Fox Valley Building and 

Trades Council for providing their time, talent, and money to help with this worthwhile cause.

•	Jewel-Osco provided space in seven stores for the Souper Bowl of Caring event in February. This year, our volunteers 

collected more than a ton of non-perishable items for the Aurora Interfaith and Kendall County food pantries and more 

than $4,000 in cash donations!

•	George Hood rode a stationary bike continuously for 175 hours in an attempt to break the Guinness World Record of  

192 hours and raised over $16,000 in his Ride IV Reasons Fundraiser, also known as “Ride, George, Ride.”

•	More than 450 volunteers tackled cleaning, painting and landscaping projects 

at 11 different Kane County sites as part of Operation Helping Hands 2010!  

Operation Helping Hands, a collaboration between Fox Valley United Way and 

Ginger Creek Community Church encourages volunteers to tangibly serve the very 

organizations that provide support to individuals and families in the community.
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The fact is that every contribution — large or 
small — has been significant. In this time of 
financial crisis for so many of our friends 
and neighbors, the Fox Valley community has 
embraced this need and has stepped up to 
the challenge to LIVE UNITED.



Local area youth participate in Chris Brown’s 
Next Level Foundation program that teaches 
football and life skills.
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United we make a big difference  
in the Fox Valley. 

LIVE UNITEDTM

GIVE.  Financial contributions from individuals who send checks or donate 

online at our website, and from businesses that sponsor employee campaigns and 

often match funds, ensure that agencies can continue to provide needed services.

ADVOCATE.  We need people to speak up and speak out in support of 

their favorite programs — food pantries, homeless shelters, wellness clinics.  

The more advocates our agency partners have, the more good we can do together.

VOLUNTEER.  Take registrations at the boat race, provide 

transportation for seniors, or mentor an at-risk teen. Our partner agencies  

need volunteers. There is a place for you, your time and your willingness to help.

Becoming involved is easy. Simply log on to www.uwfoxvalley.org  
or call Fox Valley United Way at 630-896-4636.  
Tell us you want to help. To Give. To Advocate.  
To Volunteer. We’ll connect you with the organizations  
where your assistance will make a difference.
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FEBRUARY
Souper Bowl  
of Caring
A community-wide effort the day before 
the NFL’s Super Bowl game, this annual 
event brings together more than 100 youth 
volunteers with local Jewel-Osco and 
independent grocery stores to help collect 
food and money to support area  
food pantries.

MAY
Annual  
Breakfast
The Annual Breakfast is an important 
event where we recognize and thank our 
volunteers, donors and organizations who 
help support Fox Valley United Way and 
our partner agencies. We invite several 
people, whose lives have recently been 
helped through our support, to share their 
stories. These touching true stories that 
often start with sadness, end with hope 
and bring purpose to our efforts. 

JUNE
Operation  
Helping Hands
This event brings more than 450 volunteers 
together in clean-up, fix-up activities at 
local organizations where Helping Hands 
are needed to make budget dollars go 
further. A collaboration of Fox Valley United 
Way with local government, community 
groups, area churches and individuals, 
Operation Helping Hands volunteers  
paint …wash windows…plant flowers…
fix sticky doors — take on whatever 
projects can be completed in a happy day 
of volunteering.
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Our staff and volunteers work year-round to raise funds and distribute monies to 
our partner health and human service agencies. During the year, we undertake 
some special activities that make the effort all the more worthwhile.

OUR COMMUNITY EVENTS



JULY
Chris Brown 
Football Camp
We join with local NFL star Chris Brown’s 
Next Level Foundation in a program that 
teaches area youngsters football and 
life skills. More than 300 youth and more 
than 100 volunteers are involved in this 
two-day event in July. Other sponsors 
include the City of Aurora, Heritage YMCA, 
Aurora Housing Authority and Ginger Creek 
Community Church.

AUGUST
What Floats Your 
Cardboard Boat Race
Our Campaign Kickoff Event draws 
hundreds of spectators who come to 
Aurora’s Phillips Park Mastodon Lake to 
cheer on their favorite cardboard boats. 
Come watch or participate in the fun as 
homemade, creatively-decorated boats 
race around a special course. Awards 
are given including the Most Spectacular 
Sinking. Splashing, food, prizes and lots 
of fun are all part of the festivities. 

DECEMBER
Holiday 
Assistance
Fox Valley United Way teams with the 
Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce in 
a special Adopt-a-Family holiday program 
 — and partners with a community of 
local businesses, churches, social service 
organizations, government agencies 
and individuals to distribute Christmas 
presents to local families in need.
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NFL running back Chris Brown 
hosts his annual two-day free 
football camp for Naperville 
and Aurora Youth.
Photo: Karen Spence



A big thank-you to all the businesses and organizations who chose  
to make a difference in their community this year by supporting the  
Fox Valley United Way. We recognize and extend our appreciation to:

3M
AAA Motor Club
Abbott Labs
ADP
Aetna
Allstate
Andersen Corporation
Associated Bank
Association for Individual 
 Development
AT&T
Aurora Firefighters’ Credit Union
Aurora Township
Aurora University
Bank of America
Beacon-News
Best Buy
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Cabot Microelectronics
Carson Pirie Scott
Carson Pirie Scott Foundation
Caterpillar, Inc.
Ceridian Corporation
City of Aurora
Commonwealth Edison
ConAgra Foods
Constellation Energy Group
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly
Deloitte
Dick’s Mini Donuts
Dreyer Medical Clinic
East Aurora School District 131
Eaton Charitable Fund
Eli Lilly
Federal Reserve Bank
FedEx
FedEx Ground
Fifth Third Bank

FIS Global
GCS Services, Inc.
GE Capital
Geneva Construction Co.
Genworth
Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois
Goodrich Quality Theaters, Inc.
Hallmark Services Corporation
Harris Bank
Henry Pratt Company
Hershey Foods Corporation
Hollywood Casino
HSBC
I.B.E.W. Local No. 461
IBM
Indian Prairie School District 204
Intel Foundation
International Paper
International Union of Painters & 
 Allied Trades Local 448
ITW
JCPenney Company
Jewel-Osco
Johnson & Johnson
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Kellogg Company
Kohl’s
Liberty Mutual
Lowe’s
Lyon Metal Products, Inc.
Macy’s
Manpower Temporary Services
Meijer
Merck
Metropolitan Life Insurance
Mooney & Thomas
Motorola, Inc.
Mutual Ground

Nalco Company
Nationwide Enterprise
Network For Good
NICOR
Old Second National Bank
Pitney Bowes
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 501
Plumbing & Mechanical 
 Contractors of Northern Illinois
PolyOne
Principal Financial Group
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Rush-Copley Medical Center
SECA, state employees
Sheet Metal Workers Local 265
Siemens Medical Solutions
State Farm Insurance Co.
Sun Times News Corp.
Target
The Hartford
The Voice
Toyota
Unilock Chicago, Inc.
Union Pacific Railroad
United Health
UPS / United Parcel Service
UPS Freight
US Bank / Firstar Bank
Victaulic Company of America
Walmart
Waubonsee Community College
Webster Bank
Wells Fargo Financial
West Aurora School District 129
Westfield – Fox Valley
Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company
Wrigley Co. Foundation
Zachry Nuclear Engineering, Inc.

OUR DONORS during the 2009  -2010 Campaign
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Volunteers assisted at more 
than 11 different Kane County 
sites during the Operation 
Helping Hands event.



Stephen Anderson

Steven Arquilla

Tandreia Bellamy

Joseph Bendel

Michael Buis

Gail Bumgarner

Jenny L. Cartee

Paul Chavez

June M. Courtney

George Davis

Susanne Davis

Paul J. Dillon

Thomas Donlan

Julia L. Farnan

Richard D. Gunter

Worth Hill

Sylvester B. Hines, Jr.

Melinda L. James

C. William Johnson III

Randall Johnson

Gregory Kauffman

Paul E. Kellogg

Herbert Kidd, II

Melinda A. Korning

Edward Kuypers

Sean Lalley

Corbin C. Lirot

Laurie Marsh

Randle L. McKee

Harry and Marilyn McSteen

Susan Merriman

Thomas O’Mara

Anthony Orrico

Joel Ottosen

Gerald and Mary Ellen Palmer

Alona A. Parcels

Michael Pardon

John and Sue Potter

Caleb Quick

Richard Rawlings

Scott Reinertson

Robert Richards

Jennifer Scott

Ron Seager

David W. Shambaugh

Robert Shedden

Robert Shepherd

Dr. Rebecca L. Sherrick

William B. Skoglund

William J. Sollmer

Edward St. Jules

Michael P. Stamatopoulos

Dawn Stegall

Donald W. Tomsik

Nancy Valenta

Kathy J. Wilkinson

Keith Wilson

Don Wolsfeld

Peter Ziegler

Mrs. Karla M. Zozulia

Our sincere thanks to all of the following donors who qualified for this year’s 
Leadership Giving Society. Their gifts of $1,000 or more have made a significant 
impact in our community this year.

OUR LEADERS during the 2009  -2010 Campaign

Below (left to right): Local youth participate in the 2009 Chris Brown Football Camp; Participants have a blast 
at the 2009 What Floats Your Boat Cardboard Boat Race; Student volunteers from Yorkville Middle School 
collect donations at the 2010 Souper Bowl of Caring.
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Aurora Regional Fire Museum’s 
entry in the 2009 Boat Race event. 

14 2010 Report to the Community



Some are internationally known giants, others have a smaller marketplace.  
But all provide significant support to the Fox Valley United Way. Support comes  
in the form of corporate grants and gifts, as well as in-kind services.

Annual Sponsors

Media Sponsors

In-Kind Sponsors

121 Marketing Resources, Inc.

Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce

B2b Interactive Marketing

Clear Belief Systems, Inc.

Dick’s Mini Donuts

Ginger Creek Community Church

Special thanks to Perry Slade of 
SLADEIMAGES; Karen Spence of KS Creative; 
and Bobette Wolf of Malcolm Wolf who have 
provided photography of our events. 

OUR SPONSORS during the 2009  -2010 Campaign
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Below (left to right): Happy volunteers help out during Operation Helping Hands; Board Chair Dick Schindel, 
joins student volunteers at the Souper Bowl of Caring event in February 2010; The Cardboard Boat Race held at 
Mastadon Lake kicks off our annual campaign. 
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Even youngsters turned out to help 
during Operation Helping Hands.



Funds raised by Fox Valley United Way support the work of health and human service 
agencies in the Kane and Kendall county communities we serve. We receive and review 
requests, then allocate the monies we raise to support specific agency programs.

African American Men of Unity 
Aurora

Association for Individual Development 
Aurora

Aunt Martha’s Youth Service Center 
Aurora

Aurora Family YMCA 
Aurora

Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry 
Aurora

Breaking Free, Inc. 
Aurora

Camp Fire USA,  
 Illinois Prairie Council 
Lombard

Camp Kishwaukee 
Plano

CASA – Kane County 
Geneva

CASA – Kendall County 
Yorkville

Catholic Charities of Aurora 
Aurora

Center for Rural Psychology 
Elburn

Child Care Resource & Referral 
Joliet

Community Benefits – Kendall County 
Yorkville

Community Career Center 
Naperville

DayOneNetwork 
Geneva

Elderday Center 
Batavia

Family Counseling Service 
Aurora

Family Focus 
Aurora

First Book – Aurora 
Oswego

Fox Valley Academy of  
 Music Performance 
Aurora

Fox Valley Carpenter’s Place 
Aurora

Fox Valley Hospice 
Geneva

Fox Valley Family YMCA 
Plano

Gateway Foundation 
Aurora

Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois 
Sugar Grove

Golden Harvesters Senior Citizens 
Plano

Greenman Elementary School 
Aurora

H.A.L.T. Club 
Yorkville

Hope for Tomorrow, Inc. 
Aurora

Joseph Corporation 
Aurora

Kendall County Community Bridges 
Yorkville

Kendall County Food Pantry 
Yorkville

Kendall County Health Department 
Yorkville

L.I.F.E. Support Incorporated 
Aurora

Marie Wilkinson Child 
 Development Center 
Aurora

Mutual Ground 
Aurora

Open Door Clinic 
Aurora

Open Door Rehabilitation Clinic 
Sandwich

Operation Snowball 
Plano

Oswego Family YMCA 
Oswego

People for Child Care 
Aurora

Plano Youth Athletic Association 
Plano

Prairie State Legal Services 
St. Charles

Public Action to Deliver Shelter 
Aurora

Quad County Urban League 
Aurora

RITAS Ministry 
Aurora

Salvation Army 
Aurora

Salvation Army Golden Diners 
Geneva

Senior Services Associates 
Aurora

Suicide Prevention Services 
Batavia

Three Fires Council Boy Scouts 
St. Charles

Visiting Nurse Association 
Aurora

Wayside Cross Ministries 
Aurora

West Aurora  
 School District 129 
Aurora

World Relief 
Aurora

YWCA Aurora 
Aurora
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OUR PARTNER AGENCIES during the 2009  -2010 Campaign



Board of Directors
Dick Schindel, Chair
Kimberly Skarupski, Vice-Chair
Fred Nelson, Treasurer
Joel Ottosen, Secretary 

Board Members
Brian Basilico
Chris Del Vecchio
Gail Bumgarner
Joe Harmon
John Potter
Linda Wheeler
Maria DeLeon
Marilyn Michellini
Mary Rudnicki
Melinda James
Rick Nagel
Scott Roscoe
Tom Lindblom

Professional Staff
Michael Meyer 
Chief Executive Officer
Deborah Collins 
Director of Administration
Denise Blettner 
Director of Development

Allocations Committee
Anita Howell
Ed Price
Joel Ottosen
Kimberly Skarupski
Linda Wheeler

Campaign Committee  
Co-Chairs
Sheriff Patrick Perez
Sheriff Richard Randall

Community Events 
Committee
Brian Basilico, Chair
Arlene Hawks
Chris Goerlich Weber
Dick Schindel
Pat Larkin
Jeff Kuczora
Karen Spence
Maria DeLeon

Finance Committee
Fred Nelson, Chair
John Potter, Vice-Chair
Joel Ottosen
Karen Nelson

Homelessness 
Committee
Jerry Murphy, Chair
Alisia Lewis
Gwenn SanFilippo
Jeff Gilbert
Karen Christensen
Linda Dorsch
Linda Stefanich
Neil McMenamin
Ryan Dowd
Wayne Greenawalt

Nominating Committee
Joel Ottosen, Chair
Chris Del Vecchio, Vice-Chair
Linda Wheeler
Rick Nagel

Resource Development
Melinda James, Chair
Cheryl Maraffio
Joe Harmon
John Potter
Julie Locke
Marilyn Michellini
Rosie Martinez
Scott Roscoe

Success By Six 
Committee
Maryanne Locklin, Chair
Alvina Eineke
Denise Garza
Diane Lacy
Donna Scarpino
Johnathan Wood
Karen Christensen
Kimberly Skarupski
Linda Ruhe Marsh
Mary Rudnicki
Michael Isaacson
Michelle Shabaker
Pamela Childress
Patricia Rooney
Sally Bruce
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OUR BOARD, COMMITTEES AND STAFFduring the 2009  -2010 Campaign

The Board of Directors and professional staff of Fox Valley United Way sincerely 
thank all of the volunteers who serve on the Fox Valley United Way’s committees:



Fox Valley households, individuals and businesses came together during another 
difficult economy to meet the challenge of helping their friends and neighbors. 
The following data indicate where funds were raised and how they were 
distributed during our 2009–2010 campaign.

Where We Raise Money
We obtain funds from three basic and traditional 
sources: workplace fundraising campaigns, 
corporate contributions and individual donations.

Where We Allocate Funds
We allocate funds based upon requests from our 
57 partner agencies to support specific programs. 
Generally, our funding priorities fall into four  
high-impact community need categories: 
Basic human needs…homelessness…children 
and youth…and seniors.

29 25
Children
and Youth

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT 
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