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TOGETHER WITH YOU...  
Fox Valley United Way is advancing the common good.  

That means understanding where gaps may exist in 

educational opportunities, income stability and health 

programs in our community. Together we work to fill 

those gaps by supporting social service agencies and 

community collaborations that bring real, lasting change 

to individuals and families. 

This report is our opportunity to show you the progress 

we made in our 2013–2014 campaign. Won’t you join us 

as we work to make a difference this year?

Contact us today at uwfoxvalley.org.



WE SUPPORT
the work of health and human service agencies in  

the Kane and Kendall County communities we serve. 

We receive and review requests, then allocate the 

monies we raise to support specific agency programs. 

These local agencies that we partner with make a 

tremendous impact in our community:

African American Men of 
Unity, Aurora

Association for Individual 
Development, Aurora

Aunt Martha’s Youth Service 
Center, Aurora

Aurora Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry, Aurora

Breaking Free, Inc., Aurora

Camp Fire USA, Illinois 
Prairie Council, Lombard

Camp Kishwaukee, Plano

CASA – Kane County, Geneva

CASA – Kendall County, 
Yorkville

Catholic Charities of Aurora, 
Aurora

Child Care Resource & 
Referral, Joliet

Community Benefits – 
Kendall County, Yorkville

Community Career Center, 
Naperville

DayOneNetwork, Geneva

Elderday Center, Batavia

Family Counseling Service, 
Aurora

Family Focus, Aurora

Fox Valley Academy of Music 
Performance, Aurora

Fox Valley Hospice, Geneva

Fox Valley Family YMCA, 
Plano

Girl Scouts of Northern 
Illinois, Sugar Grove

Golden Harvesters Senior 
Citizens, Plano

H.A.L.T. Club, Yorkville

Hope for Tomorrow, Inc., 
Aurora

Joseph Corporation, Aurora

Kendall County Community 
Bridges, Yorkville

Kendall County Food Pantry, 
Yorkville

Kendall County Health 
Department, Yorkville

L.I.F.E. Support 
Incorporated, Aurora

Marie Wilkinson Child 
Development Center, Aurora

Mutual Ground, Aurora

Open Door Clinic, Aurora

Open Door Rehabilitation 
Clinic, Sandwich

Operation Snowball, Plano

People for Child Care, Aurora

Plano Youth Athletic 
Association, Plano

Prairie State Legal Services, 
St. Charles

Public Action to Deliver 
Shelter, Aurora

Quad County Urban League, 
Aurora

Rebuilding Together Aurora, 
Aurora 

RITAS Ministry, Aurora

Salvation Army, Aurora

Salvation Army  
Golden Diners, Geneva

Senior Services Associates, 
Aurora

Suicide Prevention Services, 
Batavia

Three Fires Council  
Boy Scouts, St. Charles

Triple Threat Mentoring, 
Aurora

VNA Health Care, Aurora

Wayside Cross Ministries, 
Aurora

World Relief, Aurora

YMCA of Metro Chicago, 
Aurora and Oswego

YWCA Aurora, Aurora
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WE COLLABORATE
with Aurora University to provide an online portal  

for volunteer opportunities in the Fox Valley.  

VolunteerFoxValley.org matches community 

members, students and businesses with social service 

organizations looking for volunteers.

At VolunteerFoxValley.org, social service organizations can post their needs, 

instead of spending time and resources to find assistance. Volunteers can  

search for opportunities, join volunteer groups and track agency needs  

and events. 

The Fox Valley is home to individuals and groups who are concerned about their 

neighbors in need and want to make a difference. VolunteerFoxValley.org brings 

those people together, promoting lasting change in our community.
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“More than 330 people used Volunteer Fox Valley 
to make connections to volunteer opportunities  

in its first five months.” 





WE STRIVE
To ensure that every child in Aurora is on a trajectory 

toward success in school and in life with SPARK: 

Strong, Prepared And Ready for Kindergarten.

SPARK, an early childhood learning initiative, was founded in 2012 by a 

coalition of leading civic organizations including Fox Valley United Way, the 

Dunham Fund, the City of Aurora, East Aurora School District 131, West Aurora 

School District 129, Indian Prairie School District 204 and Community School 

District 308. Since its inception, several other organizations have generously 

donated to SPARK including Aurora Public Library Foundation, Caterpillar 

Foundation, Farmers Insurance, First Merit Bank, Gustafson Family Foundation, 

Hollywood Casino, Illinois Action for Children, Aurora Kiwanis Club, Pentair 

Foundation, PNC Bank–Grow Up Great Program and Target Foundation.

SPARK is working to ensure that all Aurora families are aware of the importance 

of early learning and get connected with programs and services. This past year, 

SPARK engaged more than 1,000 parents through its Parent Council, workshops 

and special events. In addition, SPARK is making quality improvement in 

Aurora’s preschool programs a priority. To date, 200 early childhood providers 

have participated in professional development activities through SPARK.
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“More than 1,000 parents participated in SPARK early 
childhood learning activities this past year.” 





WE PROVIDE
individuals with a free prescription drug discount card 

that reduces their out-of-pocket medication costs.  

Many people in our community struggle to afford their 

medications, and some don’t take them as prescribed. 

Not taking these medications in the short run can cause 

more problems in the long run.

This is why Fox Valley United Way has partnered with FamilyWize, a prescription 

drug discount card that can save users up to 75% in medication costs at their 

local pharmacy. 

To date, 2,705 Fox Valley cardholders have saved more than $260,000 with 

FamilyWize. We love participating in this program because it impacts health and 

financial stability, two of the three areas that affect the common good.
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“More than 2,700 people in our service area have 
been helped by FamilyWize since 2012.” 



 



WE IMPACT
our area communities with meaningful annual 

events. The Souper Bowl of Caring and Holiday 

Assistance Program, respectively, help to restock the 

shelves at local food pantries and provide holiday 

assistance to needy area families.  

Donations made at local Jewel-Osco stores, Montgomery Market Place  

and Prisco’s Fine Foods benefit the Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry and  

the Kendall County Food Pantry. This year, our volunteers received  

2,273 pounds of food and $4,279 in cash donations. For every dollar  

raised, the pantries are able to purchase up to $8 worth of food —  

making the community impact this year worth more than $34,232.

Through our Holiday Assistance Program, individuals, businesses and 

organizations donated toys, clothing and grocery gift cards to help make the 

holidays brighter for 123 needy local families including 321 children. 
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“This year, our Souper Bowl of Caring provided  
more than $34,000 in purchasing power  

for our local food pantries.” 





WE APPRECIATE
all our donors who support their community through 

Fox Valley United Way. Support comes in the form 

of individual and workplace giving, corporate grants 

and gifts, as well as in-kind donations and services. 

Individual donors with gifts of $1,000 or more qualified 

for this year’s Leadership Giving Society. 

Michael J. Adair

Stephen Anderson

Anthony William Andrea

Deirdre M. Austin

Susan Bill

Mitchell Bratland 

Michael Buis

Gail Bumgarner 

Steven Bunge

James J. Byrne

Dennis M. Cherry

Douglas Coyne

Dinesh Desai

David W. Diehl

Thomas Donlan

Dixie Louise Drake

Laurence D. Eastman

Ryan R. Erickson

Gregory Ferguson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Ferrigan, Jr.

Barry Finn 

Nathan Fogg

Dewey French

Orville and Bonnie Geick

Gene Gerali

John Gill

Hensley G. Gooden

Richard D. Gunter

Cynthia Harris

Arnold T. Hartley

Todd D. Heckman

Bernard D. Held

Michael M. Helm

Peter and Jackie Henning

Daryl C. Heppner

Worth Hill

Leslie Holden

Michael Horejsi

John and Cindy Hornyak

Melinda L. James, Ed.D

Kassie Jones

Rebecca Keeter

Kenneth and Daphne Knight

Mark A. Knox

Thomas W. Leeming

Cheryl M. Maletich

Randle L. McKee

Maryann McNally

Michael and Mary Meyer

Jack Nelson

Beth M. O’Connell

Debra O’Connell

Joel and Nancy Ottosen

Steve and Lori Palicka

Gerald and Mary Ellen 
Palmer

Alona A. Parcels

Sandra A. Pikolcz

Timothy Pope

Bradley J. Poterack

John and Sue Potter

Vincent B. Ransom

Richard Rawlings

Robert Richards

Jess Richmond 

Brian Riley

Sylvia M. Rogowski

Nicholette Rossi

April D. Sanderson

Dick and Susan Schindel

Gordon L. Skeel

Willliam B. Skoglund

Rita M. Springer

Michael P. Stamatopoulos

Jeffrey Stokowski

Robert Svaleson

Jerry and Amaal Tokars

Donald W. Tomsik

Eric J. Tucker

Arnulfo Valverde 

Aron DeRoche Varhegyi

Deborah Ann Walker

Adam H. Wallace

Steven L. Walter

James R. Warfield

Karl Weiss

Keith Wilson
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LEADERSHIP GIVING SOCIETY DONORS



AAA Motor Club

Abbott Laboratories

ACXIOM

Adesta LLC

Advanced Auto Parts

Advocate Health Care

Alcatel Lucent

American Heartland  
Bank & Trust

Andersen Corporation

Aramark

Associated Bank

Association for Individual  
Development

AT&T

Aurora Noon Lions Club

Aurora Township

Aurora University

Bank of America

Baxter Healthcare Corporation

Blue Cross Blue Shield  
of Illinois

BP America

BMO Harris

BNSF Railway

Breaking Free

Burlington Northern 
Foundation

C&S Wholesale Grocers

Capital One Services

Carpenters Local Union 916

Carson Pirie Scott

Carson Pirie Scott Foundation

Castle Bank

Castle Insurance

Caterpillar

Ceridian

Chicago Journeyman 
Plumbers Local Union 130

Cigna

City of Aurora

Comcast

ConAgra Foods

Control Works

Costco

Crawford, Murphy & Tilly

Deloitte

Dick’s Mini Donuts

Dreyer Medical Clinic

DuPage County Building and 	
Construction Trades Council

East Aurora School  
District 131

Eli Lilly

Exelon/ComEd

Farmers Insurance

FedEx

FedEx Ground

Fifth Third Bank

First Midwest Bank

FMC Corporation

Fox Valley Building Trades

Fox Valley Family YMCA

Fox Valley Hospice

Fox Valley United Way

GCS Services, Inc.

GE Capital

Girl Scouts of Northern 
Illinois

Goodrich Quality  
Theaters Inc.

Grinnell Mutual

H. B. Fuller Construction 
Products

Hallmark Services Corporation

Heat & Frost Insulators &  
Allied Workers

Henry Pratt Company

Hershey Foods Corporation

Hollywood Casino

HSBC

IBM

I.B.E.W. Local Union 461

International Union of 
Operating Engineers,  
Local 150

JCPenney

Jewel-Osco

Johnson & Johnson

Kellogg Company

Kohl’s

Kiwanis Club of Aurora

Laborers’ International 
Union of North America,  
Local 149

Liberty Mutual

Macy’s

Meijer

Merck

MetLife

Microsoft

Midland States Bank

Mutual Ground

Nalco

Nationwide Enterprise

Nicor Gas

North Central Illinois  
Labor Council

Old Second National Bank

O’Reilly Auto Parts

Payless Shoe Source

Pepsico

Pitney Bowes

Pipefitters Local 597

PNC Bank

Presence Mercy Medical 
Center

Rush-Copley Medical Center

SECA – State Campaign

Senior Services

Sheet Metal Workers 265

Sprinkler Fitters and 
Apprentices Local 281

Sprint

State Farm Insurance Co.

Target

TD Ameritrade

The Hartford

The Voice

Three Fires Council  
Boy Scouts

Toyota

Travelers Group, Inc./
Citigroup

Unilock Chicago, Inc.

Unisys

Union Pacific Railroad

United Health Group

UPS

UPS Freight

Victaulic Company of America

Walmart

Waubonsee Community 
College

Wells Fargo Financial

West Aurora School  
District 129

Westfield Fox Valley

Windy City Amusement

Wrigley           

Wrigley Company Foundation

YWCA Aurora

Zachry Nuclear Engineering, 
Inc.

DONOR COMPANIES



WE THANK
our sponsors that provided support to Fox Valley  

United Way during the 2013–2014 campaign.  

Their contributions help to lower our administrative 

expenses and make more funding available for 

distribution to programs.

Aurora Fastprint

Aurora Regional Chamber 
of Commerce

B2b Interactive 
Marketing

CS Photos

Dick’s Mini Donuts

Kendall Communications

Malcolm Wolf Inc.

Mary Meyer

Paramount Theater

SLADEIMAGES

Weiss Insurance Agencies
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ANNUAL SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

IN-KIND SPONSORS

“More than 1,000 people attended this year’s Cardboard 
Boat Race, our annual campaign kick-off event.” 





WE ARE
the board members, committee members and staff  

of Fox Valley United Way who provide support to  

health and human services agencies that serve  

15 communities in Kane and Kendall Counties.

Board of Directors

Tawana Brady, Chair

Gail Bumgarner, Past Chair

John Wu, Vice Chair

John Potter, Treasurer

Cheryl Maraffio, Secretary

Board Members

Ricardo Alvarez

Mavis Bates

Susan Bill

Stephanie Burks

John Church

Brian Dahl

Daryl Heppner

Cheryl Johnson

Keith Gottschalk

Tom Kallay

Patrick Kelsey

Tom Lindblom 

Fred McKenzie

Julie Proscia

Jesse Vazquez

Allocations Committee

Tom Lindblom, Chair

Stephanie Burks 

Gail Bumgarner

Keith Gottschalk 

Melinda James

Heather Jourdan

Fred McKenzie

Joel Ottosen

John Potter

Ed Price

Community Events 
Committee

Mavis Bates, Chair

Brian Basilico 

LaDonna Carr

Maria DeLeon

Arlene Hawks 

Chris Goerlich-Weber

Jeff Kuczora

Pat Larkin 

Marianne Renner

Dick Schindel

Karen Yaggie

Finance Committee

John Potter, Chair

Stephanie Burks

Fred Nelson

Karen Nelson 

Joel Ottosen  

Nominating Committee

Tom Kallay, Chair

Cheryl Maraffio

Planning Committee

Gail Bumgarner, Chair

Cheryl Johnson

Cheryl Maraffio

John Wu

Resource Development 
Committee

Pat Kelsey, Chair

Susan Bill

Daryl Heppner

Laura Martinez

Whitney Martino

Julie Proscia

John Potter

Scott Roscoe

Kristen Ziman

Staff

Michael Meyer,  
Chief Executive Officer

Denise Blettner,  
Director of Community 
Engagement

Deborah Collins,  
Director of Administration

Trish Rooney,  
Director of SPARK,  
Early Learning Initiative 

Dalila Alegria,  
SPARK Outreach Coordinator

Interns

Andrea Graves, Cyrus Nadia, 
Stephanie Owen, Jessica 
Rugg and Aurelia Sanchez
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WHERE WE RAISE MONEY
We obtain funds from three basic and traditional sources:

WHERE WE ALLOCATE FUNDS
We allocate funds based upon requests from our partner agencies to support specific programs. 
Generally, our funding priorities fall into four high-impact community need categories:

EMPLOYEE WORKPLACE FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGNS

EDUCATION BASIC HUMAN NEEDSHEALTHINCOME

63%

CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS

33%

INDIVIDUAL
DONATIONS

26%29%20%

OUR SERVICE AREA 
15 communities in Kane and Kendall Counties:

YorkvillePlano

Plattville

Sugar
Grove

Bristol

Big Rock

Oswego

Aurora

Montgomery

North Aurora

Mooseheart

Millbrook

Hinckley

Little Rock

Sandwich

25%

4%



Fox Valley United Way
44 East Galena Blvd.
Aurora, IL 60505
630-896-4636
info@uwfoxvalley.org

www.uwfoxvalley.org

United Way is a worldwide network that advances the common 
good, creating opportunities for a better life for all by focusing on 
the three key building blocks of education, income and health. 
The United Way movement creates long-lasting community 
change by addressing the underlying causes of problems that 
prevent progress in these areas.

LIVE UNITED is a call to action for everyone to become a  
part of the change. Join us. With your help, we can make  
a difference in the Fox Valley community today. 


